Evolution of the Bible:

The Old Testament was written in Hebrew (parts in Aramaic).  It was written on leather scrolls, and they are called the Scriptures.  The Scriptures were translated in the 2nd century BC into Greek, called the Septuagint.  It took 70 scholars, 70 years to translate it in Alexandria under Greek rule.  In the times of Jesus, the NT Scriptures were written on Papyrus paper.  The NT Scriptures were assembled, translated and formally confirmed to be 27 New Testament Books.  This formal canon was complete in 397A.D..

Jerome started translating the Bible into Latin 410 A.D. and completed it in just 25 years.  This is called the Vulgate.  The next 1000 years parts of the Bible were translated in sections.  The first English Bible was translated from Latin in 1382 by John Wycliffe, called the Wycliffe Bible.  The Bible was translated for the “common people” to read.  The Wycliffe Bible was then banned and burned.

In 1408, Europe under Rome’s influence, made it illegal to READ or TRANSLATE the Bible without a Catholic Bishop’s permission.  Meanwhile, in Germany the Gutenberg printing press was invented and the Vulgate was mass produced called the Gutenberg Bible.

In 1516, a Greek Scholar named Erasmus, translated a more accurate Latin translation of the New Testament with the goal that “everyone would be able to read the Bible, from the farmer in the field to the weaver at the loom”.  This version forms the foundation for the “textus receptus” and later was used by Martin Luther (1522), William Tyndale (1525), and the King James translation. (The Protestant Reformation began in 1517 when Martin Luther posted the ’95 Thesis’ on the door of the church.  He called for a protest against the selling of indulgences “salvations” based on Ephesians 2:8-9)
William Tyndale smuggled the Bible out of Europe and brought it to Germany to be published.  In 1536 he was caught, strangled and burned at the stake.  His final words were “Lord, open the King of England’s Eyes”.

The first complete Bible translated in English was in 1535 called the Coverdale Bible.  4 Years later Bibles were placed in churches by Thomas Cranmer, which was read out loud except during services and sermons but had to be chained to the church pillars so it could not get into public circulation.

Queen Mary of England banned the Protestant Bible and when Archbishop Cramner and Rogers refused, they were burned at the stake.  Unfortunately, with them 300 men, woman and children were burned for reading it also.  In 1560 exiles fled England and brought a complete Bible with them to Geneva Switzerland to be printed.  The Geneva Bible was the Bible that was on the ships with the Pilgrims and carried onto American soil in 1620.  This is the Bible used by scholars such as John Calvin.

The King James Version was complete in 1611 when the King of England commissioned 54 Scholars over 6 years to collect many versions as well as original Hebrew and Greek texts.  The Bible has been revised several times and was the most popular Bible for 300 years to follow.

Between 1629 and 1947 original scriptures were discovered including the Codex Alexandrinus, the New Testament original from 400 A.D. and the Book of Revelation.  Even a copy of the scriptures from 350 A.D. was found in St. Catherine’s Monastery near Mt. Sinai recently.

The most profound find was as recent as 1947 when a shepherd found the oldest known Old Testament copies dating between 100 B.C. and 100 A.D.  They were found in a cave near the Dead Sea, preserved from the elements of nature with the salt.  Included in the Dead Sea Scrolls was the oldest manuscript of the Book of Isaiah with remarkable closeness to translations today except for a few spellings of names.  This gives overwhelming reliability to our Bible today.

The past 100 years many ancient archives have been found in Egypt validating the Bible today.  Since 1970 the Bible has been versioned by many publications:
1970 New English Bible (Modern English)

1970 New American Bible (Catholic version)

1971 New American Standard Version (NASB) Word for Word translation

1971 The Living Bible (Paraphrased)

1978 New International Version (readable by all)

1982 The New King James Version (Modernized KJV)

1989 Jewish New Testament (Uses traditional Jewish expressions)

1996 New Living Translation (revised The Living Bible)
2001 English Standard Version 

2002 The Message (Paraphrased)

2004 Holman Christian Standard (balance between word-for word and thoughts)

